Recent Statistics
• 70-85% of Americans regularly pray for good or better health for themselves or a family member • 72% believe God can cure people given no chance of survival by medical science • 60% of the public and 20% of medical professionals think someone in a persistent vegetative state can be saved by a miracle (Jacobs, Burns, and Jacobs 2008). 1 9 5 0 1 9 5 5 1 9 6 0 1 9 6 5 1 9 7 0 1 9 7 5 1 9 8 0 1 9 8 5 1 9 9 0 1 9 9 5 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 5 Year
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Religion Spirituality Religion or Spirituality THE UNIVERSI TY OF CHICAGO PRESS www.press.uchicago.edu While the modern science of medicine often seems nothing short of miraculous, religion still plays an important role in t he past and present of many hospitals. W hen three-quarters of Americans believe t hat God can cure people who have been given little or no chance of survival by their doctors, how do today's technologically sophisticated health care organi zat ions address spi rit ual it y and fait h? rough a combination of interviews with nurses, doctors, and chaplains across the United States and close observation of their dai ly routines, Wendy Cadge takes readers i nside major academic medical inst itutions to explore how today's doctors and hospit als address prayer and ot her forms of rel i gion and spi rit ualit y. From chapels to i nt ensi ve care units to the morgue, hospital caregivers speak directly in these pages about how religion is part of their daily work in visible and invisible ways. I n Paging God: Religion in the Halls of Medicine, Cadge shifts attention away from the ongoing controversy about whether faith and spirituality should play a role in health care and back to the many ways that these powerful forces already function i n healt hcare today.
"From the openi ng narrative about a Buddhist monk near deat h to t he concluding story about a parent seeking prayer, Pagi ng God is rich with insights about the challenges facing health practitioners as America becomes more religiously and ethnically diverse. is is ethnographic research at its best. Wendy Cadge has written an impressive st udy t hat should be read by ever yone i nterested i n underst andi ng how rel igious di versit y i s reshapi ng our societ y." -ROBERT W UT H NOW, author of America and the Challenges of Religious Diversity "Pagi ng God is essential reading for those interested in the ever-shifting place of spirituality in American healthcare and society. Weaving interviews from patients, staff, doctors and chaplains into a fascinating story of the power of religion and spirituality in the lives of those struggling with illness and death, Wendy Cadge's study excels in scientific objectivity-but with sensitivity to the nuanced role of religion in the lives of people involved in the hospital experience."-H ELEN ROSE EBAUGH, University of Houston " e blend of historical, archival research, in-depth interviews and participant observation, and visual analysis of archeology and design in Paging God is powerful, and Wendy Cadge's attempts to make sense of this peculiar yet dominant social world will be enthusiastically received."-ELIZABETH M. ARMSTRONG, Princeton University See reverse for order form. • 1945 n/a n/a n/a 1950 n/a n/a n/a 1955 341 n/a n/a n/a 1960 390 n/a n/a n/a 1965 551 566 n/a n/ 
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